
Witney Flood Mitigation Group

An overview of WFMG, Actions and Progress to Date
WODC Waterways Day, 18 November 2022



Who Are We?

• Formation – January 2021, following the 2020 Christmas floods
• Active Members

• William Wareing
• Tony Stark
• Kay Jerred
• Mike French
• Duncan Wood
• Keith Jameson

• Passive Members
• >50 households and businesses at risk



Our Aims
• Joined Up thinking and Teamwork

• With EA, WODC, WTC, OCC, Thames Water
• Engage and support those at risk of flooding 
• Represent silent voices

• Watercourse Maintenance
• Looking after what we have already got - removal of silt, fallen trees, obstructions
• EA – Main River
• WODC – Ordinary watercourses 
• Riparian Owners - throughout

• Gauge Boards at more Key Locations
• Greater Channel Capacity through the Town

• Town Bridge Reconstruction
• Langel Common Footpath

• An Attenuation Scheme for Witney
• Between Worsham and Crawley
• Hailey Road Drain



Witneys Unique Challenges

• Lack of channel maintenance, especially silt removal
• Development on floodplain
• Constant attempts to build/extend developments
• Awareness
• At risk locations



Source: Google Maps + Local Knowledge

Witney’s Unique Situation



Constrictions on EA Flood Map



Development = Reduced Capacity



EA River Level Data  – Christmas Eve 2020

Source: EA Monitoring Station Data

Actual Level Reached

‘Minor Flooding Possible’

‘Highest Recorded Level’
Does not account for 2007



Riverside Gardens Level

Source: EA Monitoring Station Data
Modelled by WFMG

WFMG Independent Analysis – Dec 2020

Worsham Level



Dredging is Achievable

Long Reach Excavator
Working from bank



Dredging is Achievable

Wide Track Excavator
Working in channel
With Dumper Truck



Dredging is Achievable

Amphibious Excavator
can work afloat



Progress With EA

• Wrote to Upper Thames Area Director at Wallingford
• Working with several senior staff; slow progress as if wading 

through treacle
• Site Inspections



What is Witney Flood Alleviation Scheme?

• Justification
• Scope
• Consultants Engaged
• Project Viability Timescale



Section 19 Flood Report 
Short Term Recommendations



EA River Bed Survey – 2009/2012
Need new survey to reflect current state

Smoothing out 
the River bed will 
increase flow and 
capacity

Bridge Street
bridge

New Bridge Street
bridge



EA Maintenance 2022 

Delayed and 
Incomplete



Witney Bridge – Owned by OCC
• Rebuilt 1924
• Critical Infrastructure
• Redesign? 
• Compared to New Bridge Street bridge



Progress With WODC

• Active at WODC Environment Scrutiny Committee Meetings
• Supported the Section 19 Flood Report
• Assessment of planned maintenance
• Already met post-election WODC councillors



Vulnerable Communities at Risk

• Riverside Gardens
• Council Housing at Old Courthouse, Bridge Street
• Vulnerable special needs families, e.g. Woodford Mill
• Numerous elderly homeowners in private properties



Questions?

• Do you want to find out more? 
• How can you support our group to achieve more? 
• Others at risk outside Witney? 

• Any questions from You?
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