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WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

Name and date of
Committee

Cabinet - March 16th 2022

Report Number

Agenda Item 13

Subject

COMMUNITY REVENUE GRANT APPLICATIONS 2022/23

Woards affected

ALL

Accountable member

Clir Jane Doughty Cabinet Member for Customer Delivery

Email: jane.doughty@westoxon.gov.uk

Accountable officer

Heather McCulloch  Community Wellbeing Manager

Tel: 01993 861562  Email: heather.mcculloch@publicagroup.uk

Summary/Purpose

To approve Community Revenue Grant awards for 2022/23

Annexes

Annex | — Schedule of Grants Panel recommended Community Revenue
Grant awards for 2022/23.

Recommendation/s

a) That the recommended Community Revenue Grant awards for 2022/23
be approved, as detailed in Annex I; and

b) That officers be requested to review the Community Revenue Grant
programme as part of a fundamental review of all of the Council’s
Community Grant schemes in time for 2023/2024 in order to address
the long term security of funding for key organisations, meet the current
needs of residents and encourage innovative proposals.

Corporate priorities

The award of Community Revenue Grants helps support voluntary and
community activity and partnership actions that help to achieve progress in
the policy priorities outlined in the Council Plan 2020-24.

Key Decision YES
Exempt NO
None

Consultees/

Consultation




3.2. There is no doubt that the Council’s investment is very effective in unlocking a high level
of voluntary effort into the sector. It is reaching those who need support. It also enables
organisations to attract significant levels of external funding.

3.3. There are rigorous assessment processes in place across all the Council Community
grants. The process varies little for small or large requests.

3.4. Whilst applicants are expected to identify how their scheme will deliver on the Council
plan there is no capacity or process currently in place to robustly evaluate or
communicate how effective each scheme has been against Council priorities.

3.5. Applications are tested for compliance before being assessed. Both these elements are
carried out by specialist officers across the Council. Consideration should be given to
freeing up the specialist officers to focus on the assessment element only.

3.6. It is suggested that a fundamental review of all the Community grants investment made by
the Council is embarked upon at the start of the new financial year. This includes the
Community Activities, Community Facilities and Community Revenue grant schemes. Any
planned changes to the current approach must be communicated with at least 6 months’
notice to regularly funded organisations. This review will provide the Council with an
opportunity to reflect on grant investment more generally, explore new models for
delivery such as civic crowdfunding and consider the current priorities for residents as we
emerge from the Covid emergency phase.

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1. The recommended grant awards in this report can be financed from the Council’s
approved Community Revenue Grants budget. The total of the recommended grant
awards is £187,851 and the available revenue grant budget for 2022/23 is £188,260. If
Cabinet approves the recommended grant awards in the current report, there will be a
residual amount of £409.

5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1. There are no direct legal implications arising from this report. The award of grants is
subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the grant application form. Any funding
agreement with a supported organisation will, where relevant, include provisions that are
appropriate to the grant award. The Council will require the reporting of any significant
changes to the service or activity that is supported through grant finance and it reserves
the right to reconsider grant financing. The Council expects to receive progress reports
on supported activity and will mitigate risk through relevant officer liaison with funded
activities. Where subsequent financial year applications are envisaged, a progress report
must be submitted in support of the new financial year grant application.

6. RISK ASSESSMENT

6.1. The decisions in this report pose a limited risk to the business/Council. A number of
measures are in place to limit risk. Most applicant are known to the Council having
received funding and delivered services as expected in the past. Officers maintain ongoing
relationships with each award recipient and monitor progress throughout the award
period. The application process includes a compliance check of all applicants.

7. EQUALITIES IMPACT (IF REQUIRED)

1.1. The recommendations if approved will have a positive effect on residents providing
valuable community services including advice on debt and welfare.
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