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1 0 INTRODUCTION 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA); Sustainability Appraisal (SA) 
& Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

1 .1 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 1 2 is a systematic process used 
during the preparation of plans and policies and it aims to provide a high 
level of protection for the environment; it contributes to the integration of 
environmental considerations in plan preparation with a view to promoting 
sustainable development. 

1.2 Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process that similarly investigates plans and 
policies, including consideration of socio-economic factors in the same way 
as environmental factors and to the same level of detail. SA incorporating 
SEA is a mandatory requirement for Local Plans in accordance with planning 
legislation3 and paragraph 32 of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(revised July 2021 )4• Government advises5 that an integrated approach is 
taken so that the SA process incorporates the requirements for SEA - and to 
the same level of detail. 

1 .3 There is no statutory requirement6 for Neighbourhood Plans to be subject to 
SA. However, a qualifying body must demonstrate how its plan will contribute 
to achieving sustainable development. In some limited circumstances, where 
a Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have significant environmental effects, it 
may require a SEA since the Localism Act 2011 requires neighbourhood plans 
to comply with EU legislation. This is determined through a SEA screening 
process by the responsible authority with regard to the SEA Directive and UK 
SEA Regulations - for this Neighbourhood Plan, the West Oxfordshire District 
Council (WODC). 

1 .4 Plan-makers are also required to consider whether a Habitats Regulations7 

Assessment (HRA) is required. The aim of the HRA process is to assess the 
potential effects arising from a plan against the nature conservation 
objectives of any site designated for its nature conservation importance. The 
HRA process has its own legislative drivers and requirements and, while the 
different processes can inform each other, it is important that the HRA 
remains distinguishable from the wider SA/SEA process. 

1 EU Directive 2001 / 42/EC 
2 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations, 2004 
hi tp://www.legislotion.gov .uk/uksi/2004/ 1633/contenls/made 
3 Section 19(5) of the 2004 Act and Regulation 22(a) of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012 
• https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publicotions/nationol-plonninq-oolicy-fromework- 2 
5 https://www.gov,uk/quidonce/stroteqic-environmentol-assessment-and-sustoinobility-opproisol 
6 ht tps: //www gov .uk/guidance/strotegic-environment ol-ossessment-ond-sustoinobillty-oppraisal 
7 The Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2010 
http://www.leglslotion.qov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/mode 

wodc344_Sept & updated Nov 2023 1/18 Enfusion 

http://wwwJeqislalion.aov.uk/uksi/2010/490/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/guidonce/strateqic-environmentol-ossessmen1-and-sustainability-opproisa1
https://www.gov.uk/qovernment
https://tp://www.legislotion.gov


Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031: Pre-Submission Draft 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Report 

1 .5 It may be noted that under planning reform proposed through the Levelling 
Up & Regeneration Bill (LURB) there are included proposed changes to 
environmental assessment requirements. A new system of environmental 
assessment- Environmental Outcomes Reports (EORs) - is proposed to 
replace the current processes of SEA and its associated project level 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) . Between 17 March and 9 June 2023, 
these proposals8 were consulted upon and at the time of writing, Government 
is reviewing responses. 

1 .6 EORs are proposed to include a new regime for screening plans and projects 
with clearer criteria for what requires assessment. As now, all projects in, or 
partly within, sensitive areas such as protected sites will require environmental 
assessment. However, it is likely that the BNNP will be prepared and consulted 
upon during the extant system and according to established procedures for 
SEA & HRA screening. 

1.7 The local planning authority has commissioned independent SA, SEA, HRA 
specialists Enfusion Ltd to undertake the SEA and HRA screening on behalf of 
the Council. 

The West Oxfordshire Local Plan (WOLP) 2031 

1.8 West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) has prepared a Local Plan9 

(adopted September 2018) to guide future development in the Local 
Authority area during the period up to 2031 . In accordance with legislative 
and policy requirements 10, the Council must carry out a Sustainability 
Appraisal (SA) incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of its 
Local Plan. The SA/SEA and HRA of the Local Plan was undertaken alongside 
the preparation of the plan with SA/SEA and HRA Reports published as 
evidence to support at each stage of plan-making. The WODC Local Plan to 
2031 was adopted in September 2018 and accompanied by a SA Adoption 
Statement (September 2018) . 

1.9 A Neighbourhood Plan attains the same legal status as the Local Plan once it 
has been agreed at a referendum and is adopted or "made" (brought into 
legal force) by the local planning authority. At this point it becomes part of 
the statutory development plan. Applications for planning permission must be 
determined in accordance with the development plan unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise 11 • 

8 httos://www.qov.uk/qovernment/consultotions/environmenta l-outcomes-reports-o-new-opprooch-lo­
environmentol-assessmen1/environmentol-oulcomes-report-o-new-opprooch-to-environmental­
ossessmen t# bockqround-to-environmen tol-ossessment 
9ht1ps://www.westoxon.qov.uk/locolplon203l # 
10 Town & Country Planning Regulations (2011, 20121; Notional Planning Policy Framework (2012, revised 2018, 
updated 2019 & 2021) 
https://www.qov.uk/governmen1/publications/no1ionol-planning-policy-fromework-2 
11 PCPA 2004 section 38(6) 
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This SEA & HRA Screening Report 

1.10 This document provides a screening determination of the need to carry out an 
SEA and an HRA of the Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan 2031 (BNNP Pre­
Submission draft August 2023). West Oxfordshire District Council, as the 
"Responsible Authority"12 under the SEA Regulations, and the "Competent 
Authority" 13 under the HRA Regulations, is responsible for undertaking this 
screening process that will determine if the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have 
any significant environmental effects and therefore, whether an SEA and an HRA 
is required. This Screening Report was sent to the environmental consultation 
bodies (Environment Agency, Historic England & Natural England) for the 
statutory 5 weeks consultation period. 

12 The organisation that adopts ("makes") the neighbourhood plan 
13 The organisation that ensures that the plan will not have any likely significant effects on the integrity of the 
designated nature conservation sites 
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2.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS & GUIDANCE: METHOD 

Legislative Requirements 

2.1 The Localism Act 2011 requires neighbourhood plans to comply with EU 
legislation. Regulation 5 of the SEA Regulations requires an environmental 
assessment of plans which: 

1 . are prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste 
management, water management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country 
planning or land use (Regulation 5, para. (2)(a), and which set the framework for 
future development consent of projects listed in Annex I or II to Council Directive 
85/337/EEC (EIA Directive) on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment (Regulation 5, para. (2)(b) 

2. in view of the likely effect on sites, have been determined to require an 
assessment pursuant to Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 
(Regulation 5, para. (3) 

3. set the framework for future development consent of projects14 (Regulation 5, 
para. ( 4 )(b) 

4. are determined to be likely to have significant environmental effects as determined 
under regulation 9(1) (Regulation 5, para. (4)(c) 

2.2 An environmental assessment need not be carried out for: 

a) plans which determine the use of a small area15 at local level (Regulation 5, para. 
(6)(a); or 

b) plans which are a minor modification16 to a plan or programme (Regulation 5, 
para. (6)(b) unless it has been determined under regulation 9(1) that the plan is likely 
to have significant environmental effects. 

2.3 UK Government guidance provides a flow diagram with questions/criteria for 
the SEA Directive and its application to the plan-making process as follows: 

14 European Commission guidance states that plans and programmes which set the framework for future 
development consent of projects would normally contain 'criteria or conditions which guide the way a consenting 
authority decides an application for development consent'. Development consent is defined in the EIA Directive as 
" the decision of the competent authority or authorities which entitled the developer to proceed with the project" 
(Article 1 (2) of the EIA Directive) . 
15 European Commission guidance suggests that plans which determine the use of small areas at local level might 
include "a building plan which, for a particular, limited area, outlines details of how buildings must be constructed, 
determining, for example, their height, width or design" 
16 'Minor modifications' should be considered in the context of the plan or programme which is being modified and 
of the likelihood of their having significant environmental effects. A modification may be of such small order that it is 
unlikely to have significant environmental effects. 
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Figure 2.1: Flow Diagram 17 for Determining if a Plan is likely to have Significant 
Environmental Effects 

Is the PP subject to preparatiOfl and/or adoption by a 
national, regional o,- IOGJI authority OR preparad by an No to both criterion 
aut hority for adop tion lhrough a legislative procedure by 
Pa rl iamentor6ove rnment7 IArL2(a)J 

l Yes to either criterion 

Is the PP required by legislative, regularity or No 
administrative provisions? (ArL 2(a)l 

\ l Yes 

Is the PP prepared fo,- a g ric ulture. forestry, fi sheries, ene,gy, Noto 4. Will the PP. in Yiew of its 
industry. transport, waste manag ement, water m a nagem ent, either Ii kely effect o n sites. 
telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or criterion require an assessment 
land use, AND does it set a framewori<. fur future under Artide 6 or 7 of 
development consent of pro,ects in Annexes I and II to the t h e Habitat,; DirectiYe? 
E/A Directive? (Art. 3.2(a)) CArt. 3.2(bl) 

1 Yes to both criteria y 1 
6. Does the PP set the 

Does the PP determine the use of smaU area,; at local level, Yes to framework for futu re 

OR is it at a m inor modification of a PP subject to Art 3.2? either development consent of No 

(ArL331a)) criterion 
p rojects {not just proJects 

~ in Annexes to die EIA 

1 No to both criteria 
D irective? I.Art. 3.4) 

l 
Is the PP's sole purpose to serve national defence or civil 

8. Is it likely to have a 
emergency, OR is it a financial or budget PP, OR is it Yes \lo 
co-financed by structural funds er EAGGF programmes 

significant effect on the 

~ 2000 to 2006.m CArt. 3.8, 3.9) 
envirOflment? {Art. 3.5)• 

l No to all criteria Yes to any criterion 

D IRECTIVE DOES, NOT 
DIRECTIVE REQUIRES SEA REQUIRE SEA 

Note: The figure is intended as a guide to the criteria for application of the Directive 
to plans & programmes (PPs); it does not have legal status. Where a Neighbourhood 
Plan is likely to have a significant effect on the environment, a strategic 
environmental assessment (SEA) must be carried out and an Environmental Report 
(ER) prepared. 

2.4 There is no legal requirement for a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 18 to have a 
Sustainability Appraisal as set out in section 19 of the Planning & Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004. Government advises that in some limited circumstances, 
where a Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have significant environmental 
effects, it may require a Strategic Environmental Assessment. In order to 
decide whether a draft NP might have significant environmental effects, it 
must be screened at an early stage according to the requirements set out in 
regulation 9 of the SEA Regulations. This includes a requirement to consult with 
the SEA consultation bodies (in England - Environment Agency, Historic 
England, Natural England}; each body can advise on particular topics 
relevant to its specific area of expertise and responsibility. 

17 Based on ODPM 2005- 'A Practical Guide to the SEA Directive ' 2005 
18 https://www.qov.uk/quidance/slroleqic-environmental-assessment-ond-sustainobTTity-approisol#neiqhbourhood­
plon-require--susloinabilily-oppraisal 
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Guidance on SA/SEA & HRA 

2.5 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Planning Practice 
Guidance (NPPG) have advised that a Neighbourhood Plan: 

• would need SEA " .. . in limited circumstances ... " 
should be screened early 

• screening should consult with the consultation bodies 
• if 'screened out', should have a 'statement of reasons' prepared 

2.6 Whether a Neighbourhood Plan proposal requires a SEA, and (if so) the level 
of detail needed, will depend on what is proposed. An SEA may be required, 
for example, where: 

• a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development 

• the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets 
that may be affected by the proposals in the plan 

the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental 
effects that have not already been considered and dealt with through 
a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan. 

2.7 Government planning guidance further advises that before deciding whether 
significant environmental effects are likely, the local planning authority should 
take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 119 to the SEA Regulations 
(2004) and consult the statutory environmental consultation bodies. Schedule 
1 sets out the criteria for determining likely significant effects on the 
environment taking into account the characteristics of plans and the 
characteristics of the effects and the area likely to be affected. 

2.8 The qualifying body (ie WODC for the BNNP 2031) is required to provide the 
following - to demonstrate that the basic condition 20 in the planning 
legislation has been met: 

• "a statement of reasons for a determination ... that the proposal is 
unlikely to have significant environmental effects; or · 

• An environmental report" 

2.9 Planning practice guidance21 also provides advice on HRA screening and the 
subsequent appropriate assessment stage of the process for neighbourhood 
planning. An appropriate assessment for a more strategic plan, such as the 
Local Plan, can consider the impacts on sites and confirm the suitability or 
likely success of mitigation measures for associated non-strategic policies and 
projects. An individual assessment of non-strategic policies and projects may 
not be necessary in some limited cases where the strategic appropriate 

19 http://www.leqislotion,gov.uk/uksi/2004/ I 633/schedule/l /made 
20 A Neighbourhood Plan should not breach, and must be compatible with, European Union obligations in order for it 
to be legally compliant. 
21 hlips://www.gov.uk/guidance/oppropriqte-ossessment 
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assessment is sufficiently robust. This needs to contain conclusions capable of 
removing all reasonable scientific doubt on the impacts of non-strategic 
policies, such as in neighbourhood plans. 

Method 

2.10 In order to be able to decide whether a SEA will be required, the Council 
needs to know about the policies and proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan, 
and in particular, as follows: 

• how they might affect the environment, community, or economy 
• whether they propose a higher level of development than is already 

identified in WOLP planning policies 
• whether any of the proposals are likely to affect a "sensitive area", 

such as a Site of special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or designated 
European Site for nature conservation (Special Area of Conservation 
SAC, Special Protection Area SPA) 

• whether implementation of policies in the plan might lead to new 
development in the future 

• Whether the cumulative impact of the policies and proposals when 
assessed together may give rise to a likely significant effect, for 
example, several relatively small housing proposals may have 
cumulative significant effects on a nearby important wildlife habitat 

2.11 Available information, for example, from Defra MAGIC maps, Environment 
Agency flood risk maps, the Council's evidence base for the WODC Local 
Plan, and the evidence base for the BNNP, together with professional 
judgment, was used to identify the sensitivity of the Brize Norton area 
environment and whether significant effects are likely that have not been 
previously assessed through SA/SEA, such that an SEA would be required, and 
whether an HRA/ Appropriate Assessment is necessary. 
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3.0 THE BRIZE NORTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2031 (8NNP) 

Context 

3.1 The Brize Norton Parish Council (BNPC)22 is the qualifying body designated for 
the purpose of preparing the BNNP and who have approved the draft plan 
for submission to WODC for SEA/HRA screening. The Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group (NPSG) on behalf of the BNPC has progressed the draft BNNP. 

3.2 The village and civic parish of Brize Norton is located in Oxfordshire between 
the towns of Carterton to the west and Bampton to the south, and the 
villages of Curbridge to the east and Minster Lovell to the north. The Brize 
Norton Parish was formally designated23 as a Neighbourhood Area by the 
West Oxfordshire District Council24 on 8 May 2017 and the boundary is shown 
in the figure following: 

' ' 

Figure 3.1: Boundary for the Area Designation of the Brize Norton 
Neighbourhood Area 

22 https://brizenortonolon.org,uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/REG-14-Version-8-lr.pdf 
23 Localism Act 2011 
24 h11ps://www.westoxon.qov.uk/olonninq-ond-building/plonning-policy/neighbourhood-plonning/neighbourhood­
Plans-in-develooment I 
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3.3 The BNNP must be in general conformity with the strategic policies set out in 
the West Oxfordshire Local Plan WOLP, 203l25(adopted September 2018). 
Brize Norton is located within the Carterton sub-area. The strategy for the sub­
area, as set out in Policy CA5, focuses new housing, supporting facilities and 
additional employment opportunities at Carterton. New development in the 
rest of the sub-area will be limited to meeting local community and business 
needs. The delivery figure of 2,680 new homes for the sub-area includes a 700 
unit housing development on land east of Carterton, in the Parish of Brize 
Norton, on which building has commenced. 

3.5 The BNNP must also be in general conformity with the Oxfordshire Minerals & 
Waste Local Plan 2031 ( Core Strategy26 adopted 2017). A Mineral Strategic 
Resource Area for crushed rock (Policy M3) is shown in the northern part of 
the parish area and also designated as a Minerals Safeguarding Area (Policy 
MS) for crushed rock. The A40 is defined as a Strategic Lorry Through Route 
(Policies W4 and ClO). The Minerals & Waste Local Plan Site Allocations is still 
being prepared. 

3.6 The new Oxfordshire Joint Plan 205027 was at early stages of preparation with 
consultation in 2021 on a range of planning policy options and a series of 
spatial strategy options for Oxfordshire. However, recently (August 2022) it was 
reported28 that the five local planning authorities were unable to reach 
agreement on the approach to planning for future housing needs and each 
authority, including WODC, will now focus on individual Local Plans. 

3.7 This SEA & HRA screening has been carried out on the pre-submission draft 
BNNP dated August 2023. This Report sets out the screening assessments and 
decisions to demonstrate that due processes have been followed in line with 
regulatory requirements. 

The draft Brize Norton NP 2031 (Pre-Submission Draft August 2023) 

3.8 The overall vision for the BNNP is: 

"To support sustainable development that meets the needs of residents now 
and in the future, while retaining Brize Norton's separate identity as a rural 
parish adjacent to, but separate from, the town of Carterton. To protect and 
where possible enhance our rural environment whilst also acknowledging that 
RAF Brize Norton will have an ongoing influence over certain elements of our 
lifestyle." 

25hltos://www.westoxon.gov.uk{locolp1on203l # 
26 htlps://www.oxfordshire.qov.uk/residents/environment-ond-olanning/plonninq/planning-oolicy/minerals-and­
was1e-oolicy/core-stroteqy#: 
27https://oxfordshireplan.org/ 
28 https://www.soulhoxon.qov.uk/uncategorised/joint-statement-from-the-leaders-of-south-oxfordshire-district­
council-vole-ot-white-horse-dis1ricl-council-cherwel l-dislric1-councll-oxford-city-council-and-west-oxfordshire-dlstricl­
council/ 
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3.9 The BNNP Objectives are grouped within four themes, as follows: 

CHARACTER, HERITAGE, AND LANDSCAPE 
• To conserve and, where possible, enhance the intrinsic character of the 
Parish of Brize Norton. 
• To avoid coalescence with RAF Brize Norton and Carterton 
• To preserve the high-quality and accessible countryside setting of the 
village, open landscapes and key views 
ENVIRONMENT 
• To protect important green spaces from development 

FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
• To protect community facilities and services from unnecessary loss and 
encourage proposals to sustain and improve their viability. 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
• To support sustainable development that meets the needs of residents now 
and in the future 

3.10 The BNNP comprises eight sections with the first four sections providing an 
introduction and contexts. Section 5 presents the sustainability challenges. 
Sections 6-7 set out the Vision, Objectives & Policies (CLH 1-4, ENVl, CFl, SD l ), 
as follows: 

• CLH 1 Landscape Character 
• CLH2 Key Local Views 
• CLH3 Strategic Buffer Zone & Settlement Areas 
• CLH4 Village Character & Design 
• ENV 1 Local Green Spaces 
• CFl Community Facilities & Infrastructure 
• SD 1 Sustainable Development 

3.11 Section 8 provides the commitments to implementation and monitoring. The 
plan is supported by maps and appendices. The BNNP has not identified or 
allocated sites for future housing development because there is no specific 
expectation or requirement in the WOLP to allocate additional housing in the 
parish. Paragraph 4.2 of the draft BNNP sets out the spatial planning scenario 
with currently 383 existing dwellings in Brize Norton (360 within the village 
boundary) and the new 700 home development on the western boundary of 
Brize Norton that has commenced development. Paragraph 4.3 thus explains 
further that the BNNP does not identify or allocate further sites for future 
development. 
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4 0 SEA SCREENING ASSESSMENT 

4.1 West Oxfordshire District Council, as the responsible authority, consider that 
the Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031 is within the scope of the 
SEA Regulations since it is a plan that: 

• is subject to preparation or adoption by an authority at national, 
regional or local level (Regulation 2) 

• is prepared for town and country planning or land use and it is a plan 
that sets the framework for future development consent of projects 
generally (Regulation 5, para. 4) 

• will apply to a wider area other than a small area at local level and is 
not a minor modification to an existing plan or programme (Regulation 
5, para. 6). 

A determination under Regulation 9 is therefore required as to whether BNNP 
2031 is likely to have significant effects on the environment. 

4.2 The screening requirements set out in Regulation 9 and Schedule 1 of the SEA 
Regulations include two sets of characteristics for determining the likely 
significance of effects on the environment: 

• the characteristics of the plan itself and 

• the characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected 
by the plan 

Therefore, this screening assessment is structured in the following table 
according to the criteria specified in Schedule 1 of the Regulations: 

Table 4.1: Screening Assessment of the draft BNNP 2031 (Pre-Submission Draft 
August 2023) 

Criteria Are slgnfflcant environmental effects llke1y? Yes/ No 
(Schedule 1 S1:A 
Re ulatfons Justification and evidence 
1.The characterlsflcs of plans, havtng regard, In particular, to: 

(a) the degree to which 
the plan sets a 
framework for projects 
and other activities, 
either with regard to 
the location, nature, 
size and o eratin 

No The NP does not propose allocation of sites for 
development projects & thus, the degree to which the 
plan sets a framework for new development projects is 
limited. However, the BNNP does seek to influence housing 
development through requirements for preserving 
landscape character, avoiding coalescence, and 
conservin vi lla e character and desi n Policies CLH 1-4 ; 
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Criteria Are signfflcant environmental effects likely? Yes/ No 
(Schedule 1 SEA 
Reaulatlons l Justification and evidence 
conditions or by protecting green spaces (Policy ENVl ); protecting 
allocating resources community facilities & service es (Policy CFl ); and 

delivering sustainable development (Policy SDl). 

Policy CLH l supports residential development proposals 
that relate well and seek to enhance the distinctive 
character and identity of the village. Policy CLH2 aims to 
protect local landscape character paying special 
attention to long distance views including towards the 
Area of Landscape Value and key views into and out of 
the village of Brize Norton. Policy CLH3 seeks to avoid 
adverse impacts & coalescence between Brize Norton, 
RAF Brize Norton, & Carterton - local green spaces are 
designated within the Green Corridor/Strategic Buffer 
Zone. Policy CLH4, together with the Brize Norton Design 
Code, supports new residential development that relates 
well and seeks to enhance the distinctive character & 
identity of the village. 

Policy ENVl seeks to protect important green spaces, and 
designates 5 areas as locations for Local Green Space 
(LGS) where new development will not be supported 
except in very special circumstances. Some of these LGSs 
include the Strategic Buffer Zone areas between Brize 
Norton, RAF Brize Norton, and Carterton. 

Policy CFl seeks to protect community facilities & services 
from unnecessary loss and encourage proposals to sustain 
& improve their viability. 

Policy SD l sets out a list of matters that will be used to 
guide the acceptability of planning applications, with 
regard to other policies in the BNNP and the Brize Norton 
Design Code. Matters relate to flood risk, water efficiency, 
the historic environment, 20% biodiversity net gain, 
sustainable transport modes, communication services, 
application of the net zero carbon target, and avoidance 
of increases in traffic flows - notably along Station Road. 

The Local Plan was subject to SA/SEA, including the 
strategic policy for the Carterton sub-area, and this 
concluded that there were no significant negative residual 
effects arising from Policies in the Plan. 

The BNNP does seek to influence the framework for 
development projects and other activities; and there 
could be the potential for environmental effects. However, 
the BNNP is not located within any particularly significant 
environmental sensitivity, for example, it is not located 
within the AONB nor the Green Belt. The higher-level 
SA/SEA has been undertaken during the preparation of the 
WOLP. 
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Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031: Pre-Submission Draft 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Report 

Criteria ,~re significant environmental effects llk~y'1.•::r~s/' No 
(Schedule 1 SEA ' 

Reaulatlonsl Justlflcotlon .. and evldenc• -

Thus, the extent of such influence from the BNNP is limited 
as it is very localised and no sites are proposed. 

(b) the degree to which No The NP is prepared by the local community to influence 
the plan influences development at the parish level. It does not strongly 
other plans and influence strategic plans higher up in the spatial planning 
programmes including hierarchy, although the District Council does need to 
those in a hierarchy consider the proposals in the NP during preparation of the 

Local Plan . 
(c) the relevance of the No The NP is a spatial/land-use plan that seeks to promote the 
plan for the integration objectives of sustainable development. It is not specifically 
of environmental relevant as a plan for integrating environmental 
considerations in considerations. Any development proposed must be in 
particular with a view to accordance with the environmental protection policies in 
promoting sustainable the adopted WOLP and the NPPF. 
development 
(d) environmental No There are no specific environmental problems relevant to 
problems relevant to this plan that have not been identified and assessed 
the plan through the higher-level Local Plan and its accompanying 

SA/SEA. 

(e) the relevance of the No The NP is not relevant as a plan for implementing 
plan for the community legislation. 
implementation of 
Community legislation 
on the environment (for 
example, plans and 
programmes linked to 
waste management or 
water protection). 
2.Characterlstlcs of the effects and of the ar~a likely to be affected, having regard, 1n 
parficular, to: 

(a) the probability, No This has been tested through SA/SEA at the Local Plan level 
duration, frequency & with strong mitigation measures through LP policies, the 
and reversibility of the SA/SEA concluded that there will be no significant residual 
effects negative environmental effects. The BNNP does not 

propose allocation of sites for development projects. 
(b) the cumulative No As above in 2(a) 
nature of the effects 
(c) the transboundary No No significant transboundary effects with other EU 
nature of the effects countries are likely from the proposals. 
(d) the risks to human No No significant negative environmental effects are 
health or the considered likely to risk human health or the environment. 
environment (eg. due 
to accidents) 
(e) the magnitude and No The BNNP does not propose allocation of sites for 
spatial extent of the development projects. The geographical size of the plan 
effects (geographical area is small, and the number of dwellings is small at 383 -
area and size of the to be increased to 1181 upon completion of the 
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Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031: Pre-Submission Draft 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Report 

Criteria Are significant envlronmentgl effects likely? Yesl No 
(Schedule 1 SEA 
Regulmfons} JustlffcatlQn and evidence 
population likely to be development on the western boundary of the village. 
affected); Therefore, no likely siqnificant adverse effects. 
(f) the value and No As above. No likely significant negative effects on locally 
vulnerability of the area important characteristics - the BNNP does not propose 
likely to be affected allocation of sites for development projects. 
due to-
(i) special natural The BNNP has identified the vulnerability of the local area 's 
characteristics or character & identity to coalescence between Brize Norton, 
cultural heritage; RAF Brize Norton, and Carterton. 
(ii) exceeded 
environmental quality The BNNP has identified locally important landscape 
standards or limit characteristics that contribute to the character of this part 
values; or of West Oxfordshire - the rolling arable landscape with 
(iii) intensive land-use; hedgerows, woodlands, and views. It has also identified 

the ecologically diverse Brook Furlong area. 

The BNNP has identified locally important green spaces, 
including allotments, Thames Water SuDS area, sports 
pitches, and a country park that are of local value such 
that the BNNP seeks formal designation. 

The BNNP is not within any area that has exceeded 
environmental quality standards, for example, it is not 
within an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). 29 

The watercourses through and around the BNNP area are 
subject to low flood risk from rivers3o . 

(g) the effects on areas No The BNNP area is not within the Green Belt that is located 
or landscapes which over 14km to the east, nor w ithin/near the Cotswolds AONB 
have a recognised located approx. 2.5 km to the north and approx .. 9 km to 
national, Community or the west. 
international protection 
status. There are some 26 Listed Buildings3 1 and one Scheduled 

Monument within the BNNP area. Historic assets and their 
settings are protected by LP Policy EH9 Historic 
Environment, supported by other policies such as OS4 that 
provide clear mitigation measures. The SA of the Local Plan 
considered that there should be sufficient mitigation 
provided by the LP Policies to reduce any potential 
negative effects to at least neutral. 

There are no Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar 
sites within or nearby to the Brize Norton Neighbourhood 
Plan boundary32• The nearest internationally protected 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 33 is Oxford Meadows 
located over 15 km to the east of the BNNP area. WOLP 
Policy EH3 Biodiversity & Geodiversitv specifically refers to 

29 ht1ps://www.westoxon.qov.uk/environment/noise-oests-pollution-ond-air-qua1ity/ajr-ouolity/ 
30 ht1ps://check-tong-term-flQod-risk.service.gov.uk/mop 
31 htlps://mogic.defro.gov.uk/MaqicMop.ospx 
32 ht1ps://magic.defro,gov.uk/MagicMap.osox 
33 https://soc.jncc.qov.uk/site/UKOOl 2845 
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Criteria 

Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031: Pre-Submission Draft 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Report 

ffeGfs likely? ¥es/ No 
(Sche · ule 1 SEA 
Re Justlflcdtlon and evldehce 

the Oxford Meadow SAC & ensures that there is 
embedded policy mitigation in place. 

The HRA (June 2018)34 of the Local Plan concluded that 
likely significant effects will not occur, either a lone, or in 
combination, on the integrity of any European designated 
site. HRA screening of the draft BNNP concluded that there 
will not be any adverse effects on the integrity of 
designated sites due to the limited size and extent of any 
likely development in Brize Norton and the distance from 
and/or absence of identified environmental pathways to 
any sites. 

There are no National or Local Nature Reserves35 (LNR or 
NNR) located within or near to the Brize Norton area. There 
are two nationally designated Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest SSSl36 outside the BNNP but nearby with Worsham 
Lane SSSI some 2 km to the north-east of the centre of the 
village, and Alvescot Meadows SSSI approx. 4km to the 
south-west; the BNNP area is within the outer impact risk 
zone for these SSSls . 

WOLP Policy EH3 Biodiversity & Geodiversity avoids loss, 
deterioration, or harm to locally important wildlife & 
habitats and net gain in biodiversity is sought from new 
development. WOLP Policies to protect water quality & 
resources are provided through Policy EH8 Environmental 
Protection & EH7 Flood Risk. 

The SA of the Local Plan considered that there should be 
sufficient mitigation provided by LP Policies to reduce any 
potential negative effects on important biodiversity to at 
least neutral. Policy EH3 Biodiversity & Geodiversity requires 
an overall net gain in biodiversity and impacts on 
geodiversity to be minimised. LP Policy EH6 Environmental 
Protection and Policy OS3 Prudent Use of Natural 
Resources also apply. 

The Local Plan was adopted in September 2018; it was 
subject to iterative SA/SEA and HRA that independent 
examination found to be sound. Therefore, the approach 
& policies in the BNNP refer to Policies in the Local Plan that 
have been previously subject to SA/SEA (and HRA) , found 
sound, and adopted. 

It is considered that the WOLP SA/SEA (& HRA) remain valid 
& that there is no new material or relevant information that 
should be considered. 

3< htlps://www.westoxon.qov.uk/localplan2031 # 
35 hllps://mogic.defro.qov.uk/MaqicMap.aspx 
36 hllos://magic.defra .qov,uk/MagicMop.aso11 
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Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031: Pre-Submission Draft 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Report 

5 0 SEA SCREENING DEC1SION 

5.1 Regulation 9 of the SEA Regulations requires that the responsible authority 
shall determine whether or not a plan is likely to have significant 
environmental effects. The responsible authority shall: 

[a) take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 to these Regulations, 
and 
[b) consult the consultation bodies 

5.2 Where the responsible authority determines that the plan is unlikely to have 
significant environmental effects (and, accordingly, does not require an 
environmental assessment), it shall prepare a statement of its reasons for the 
determination. 

5.3 West Oxfordshire District Council considers that the draft Brize Norton 
Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP2031, August 2023) is unlikely to have significant 
environmental effects and thus does not require a Strategic. Environmental 
Assessment (SEA). This decision is made for the following key reasons: 

• The likely significant effects on the environment in the NP area were 
identified at an early stage of plan development during initial 
investigations for strategic options for the Local Plan - all subject to SA 
incorporating SEA. Mitigation measures for negative effects have been 
embedded in the Local Plan to 2031 [adopted September 2018) through 
the Carterton sub-area strategy. Further mitigation measures are 
provided through other Local Plan Policies such as H 1, EH 1, EH2, EH9 & 
OS4 - ensuring that there will be no residual significant negative effects. 
The BNNP does not propose to allocate any sites for development 
projects. 

• There will be no significant negative effects on the nationally designated 
and locally important environmental and cultural heritage assets and 
settings of the village. 

• Likely significant effects have been previously assessed through SA 
incorporating SEA and therefore, further SEA of the BNNP is not required. 

• There will not be any adverse effects on the integrity of European sites 
designated for nature conservation due to the limited size and extent of 
any likely development in Brize Norton and the distance from and/or 
absence of identified environmental pathways to any designated sites. 
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Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031 : Pre-Submission Draft 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Report 

6.0 HABITATS IIGULATIONS ASS 

6.1 There are no Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar sites within or nearby 
to the Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan boundary37 . The nearest European 
designated site Oxford Meadows SAC is over 15km km to the east of the 
village at its nearest boundary edge. It is unlikely that there would be 
environmental pathways indicated through the drains, ponds, and 
watercourses in the BNNP area. There is the extant protection provided by the 
WOLP Policies - including Policy EH3 that specifically refers to the Oxford 
Meadows SAC and thus ensures protection. 

6.2 The HRA Report that accompanied the West Oxfordshire Local Plan to 2031 
concluded that the development proposed in the Local Plan will not lead to 
likely significant effects either alone or in-combination with other plans or 
programmes. The HRA studies38 were updated in line with recent EU Court 
Judgments in 2018 and confirmed that the development proposed through 
the WODC Local Plan in the Carterton sub-area and through implementation 
of the Local plan as a whole would not lead to likely significant effects either 
alone or in-combination with other plans or programmes. The updated HRA 
Report concluded that there will be no adverse effects on the integrity of any 
European site. 

6.3 In consideration of the small geographical area of the BNNP, and its distance 
from European sites outside the BNNP and Local Plan boundaries, this HRA 
screening considers that the BNNP is not likely to have significant effects on EU 
designated sites, either alone or in combination with other plans and projects. 
The implications of effects from planned development on the integrity of 
European sites has been previously tested through HRA of the Local Plan 
2031.The HRA of the Local Plan remains valid and there is no new material 
and relevant information that should be considered. 

37 htlps://moqic.defro.gov.uk/mogicmoo.ospx 
38 hi tos://www.westoxon.gov .uk/medio/ 1867 474/West-Oxfordshire-Local-Plan-2018-HRA-June-2018.odf 
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Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031: Pre-Submission Draft 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

Screening Report 

7.0 STATUTORY SCREENING CONSULTATION & OVERALL 
CONCLUSION 

7.1 This Screening Report was sent to the statutory environmental bodies 
(Environment Agency, Historic England, Natural England) for the formal five 
weeks consultation to demonstrate that due processes have been 
undertaken to screen the draft Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan 2031 
(August 2023) with regard to HRA and SEA. 

7.2 No comments were received from the Environment Agency. Historic England 
advised that they concur with the Council that the preparation of a SEA is not 
required. Natural England advised that they do not have any specific 
comments on the SEA & HRA screening report. Therefore, the statutory 
environmental bodies have been formally consulted with and the SEA and 
HRA screening decision has been confirmed. The draft Brize Norton 
Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP2031, August 2023) is unlikely to have significant 
environmental effects and thus does not require a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA). 
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By email only to: Astrid.Harvey@westoxon.gov.uk 

Our ref: PL00794243 
Your ref: Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan SEA 

Main: 020 7973 3700 
e-seast@histo riceng land. org. u k 
louise.dandy@historicengland.org.uk 

Date: 30/09/2024 

Dear Sir or Madam 

Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan Review SEA Screening Opinion 

Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on this consultation. As the 
Government's adviser on the historic environment Historic England is keen to ensure 
that the protection of the historic environment is fully taken into account at all stages 
and levels of the local planning process. For the purposes of this consultation, 
Historic England will confine its advice to the question, "Is it (the Brize Norton 
Neighbourhood Plan) likely to have a significant effect on the historic environment?". 
Our comments are based on the information supplied. 

The information supplied indicates that the plan will not have any significant effects 
on the historic environment. We also note that the plan does not propose to allocate 
any sites for development. 

On the basis of the information supplied, and in the context of the criteria set out in 
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of 'SEA' 
Directive], Historic England concurs with the Council that the preparation of a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. 

The views of the other two statutory consultation bodies should be taken into 
account before the overall decision on the need for an SEA is made. 

I should be pleased if you can send a copy of the determination as required by REG 
11 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 

Historic England, 4th Floor, The Atrium, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London EC4R 2YA 

Telephone 020 7973 3700 HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy. 

Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available. 

* tonewall 
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We should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by you 
with your correspondence. To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect our obligation to 
provide further advice on later stages of the SEA process and, potentially, object to 
specific proposals which may subsequently arise ( either as a result of this 
consultation or in later versions of the plan) where we consider that, despite the 
SEA, these would have an adverse effect upon the environment. 

Historic England strongly advises that the conservation and archaeological staff of 
the relevant local authorities are closely involved throughout the preparation of the 
plan and its assessment. They are best placed to advise on; local historic 
environment issues and priorities, including access to data held in the Historic 
Environment Record (HER), how the allocation, policy or proposal can be tailored to 
minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic environment; the nature and 
design of any required mitigation measures; and opportunities for securing wider 
benefits for the future conservation and management of heritage assets. 

Please do contact me, via email if you have any queries. 

Yours sincerely 

Louise Dandy 
Historic Places Adviser 

Historic England, 4th Floor, The Atrium, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London EC4R 2YA 

Telephone 020 7973 3700 HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy. 

Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available. 

Jtstonewall 
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Date: 20 November 2023 
Our ref: 453147 
Your ref: Brize Norton NOP SEA/HRA screening 

Astrid.Harvey@westoxon.gov.uk 

BY EMAIL ONLY 

Dear Astrid 

NATURAL 
ENGLAND 
Hornbeam House 
Crewe Business Park 
Electra Way 
Crewe 
Cheshire 
CW1 6GJ 

T 0300 060 3900 

Brize Norton Neighbourhood Development Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment & 
Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening 

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 12 October 2023 

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development. 

Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted on draft 
neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they 
consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made. 

Strategic Environmental Assessment • Screening 

Where Neighbourhood Plans could have significant environmental effects, they may require a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) under the Environment Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 (as amended). Further guidance on deciding whether the proposals are likely to have 
significant environmental effects and the requirements for consulting Natural England on SEA are set 
out in the planning practice guidance. 

Planning practice guidance also outlines that if an appropriate assessment is required for your 
neighbourhood ptan this will also engage the need for a SEA. One of the basic conditions that will be 
tested by the independent examiner is whether the neighbourhood plan is compatible with European 
obligations, including those under the SEA Directive. Where a SEA is required it should be prepared in 
accordance with regulation 12 of the SEA Regulations. 

Habitats Regulations Assessment - screening and appropriate assessment requirements 

Where a neighbourhood plan could potentially affect a 'habitats site', it will be necessary to screen the 
plan in relation to the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017), as amended (the 
'Habitats Regulations'). Where likely significant effects are identified, it will be necessary to undertake 
an appropriate assessment of the neighbourhood plan and, if needed, identify and secure appropriate 
mitigation measures to ensure the plan does not result in an adverse effect on the integrity of the habitats 
site. 

In accordance with Schedule 2 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 



amended), a neighbourhood plan cannot be made if it breaches the requirements of Chapter 8 of 
Part 6 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). 

A screening exercise should be undertaken if there is any doubt about the possible effects of the plan on 
the habitats site( s ). This will be particularly important if a neighbourhood plan is to progress before a 
local plan and/or the neighbourhood plan proposes development which has not be assessed and/or 
included in the Habitats Regulations Assessment for the local plan. Where mitigation is necessary to 
ensure no effects then this will need to be properly assessed via an appropriate assessment. 

Natural England does not have any specific comments on the Brize Norton SEA/HRA draft 
screening report or the regulation 14 draft neighbourhood plan. 

However, we refer you to the attached annex which covers the issues and opportunities that should be 
considered when preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. 

For any further consultations on your plan, please contact: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 

Yours sincerely 

Laura Elphick 
Consultations Team 



Annex 1 - Neighbourhood planning and the natural environment: information, issues and 
opportunities 

Natural environment information sources 

The Magic1 website will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data for your 
plan area. The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land Classification, 
Ancient Woodland, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature Reserves, National Parks 
(England), National Trails, Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of way (on the Ordnance 
Survey base map) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (including their impact risk zones). 
Local environmental record centres may hold a range of additional information on the natural 
environment. A list of local record centres is available from the Association of Local Environmental 
Records Centres . 

Priority habitats are those habitats of particular importance for nature conservation, and the list of 
them can be found here2. Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 
on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites. Your local planning authority should be able to 
supply you with the locations of Local Wildlife Sites. 

National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each character area 
is defined by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic 
activity. NCA profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of environmental opportunity, 
which may be useful to inform proposals in your plan. NCA information can be found here3

. 

There may also be a local landscape character assessment covering your area. This is a tool to help 
understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the features that give it 
a sense of place. It can help to inform, plan and manage change in the area. Your local planning 
authority should be able to help you access these if you can't find them online. 

If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for the area will set out 
useful information about the protected landscape. You can access the plans on from the relevant 
National Park Authority or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty website. 

General mapped information on soil types and Agricultural Land Classification is available (under 
'landscape') on the Magic4 website and also from the Land IS website5, which contains more 
information about obtaining soil data. 

Natural environment issues to consider 

The National Planning Policy Framework6 sets out national planning policy on protecting and 
enhancing the natural environment. Planning Practice Guidance7 sets out supporting guidance. 

Your local planning authority should be able to provide you with further advice on the potential impacts 
of your plan or order on the naturaJ environment and the need for any environmental assessments. 

Landscape 

Your plans or orders may present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued landscapes. You 
may want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or characteristics such as ponds, 
woodland or dry stone walls and think about how any new development proposals can respect and 
enhance local landscape character and distinctiveness. 

1 http://magic.defra.gov.uk/ 
2 http ://www.gov.uk/govemment/publications/habitat -and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england 
3 https://www.gov.uk/govemment/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-rnaking 
4 http://magic.defra.e:ov.uk/ 
5 http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm 
6 http ://www.gov.uk/govemment/publications/national-planning-policy-framework-2 
7 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environrnent/ 

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment
www.gov.uk/govemmenVpublications/national-planning-policy-framework-2
http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm
https://magic.defra.gov
https://www.gov.uk/governmenr/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
www.gov.uk/govemmenr/publications/habitat
http://magic.defra.gov.uk


If you are proposing development within or close to a protected landscape (National Park or Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend that you carry out a landscape 
assessment of the proposal. Landscape assessments can help you to choose the most appropriate 
sites for development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of development on the landscape through 
careful siting, design and landscaping. 

Wildlife habitats 

Some proposals can have adverse impacts on designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats (listed 
here8 ) , such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland9. If there are likely to be any 
adverse impacts you'll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, mitigated or, as a last 
resort, compensated for. 

Priority and protected species 

You'll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here .1Q) or 
protected species. To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice here11 to help 
understand the impact of particular developments on protected species. 

Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land 

Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services for society. It is a growing 
medium for food, timber and other crops, a store for carbon and water, a reservoir of biodiversity and a 
buffer against pollution. If you are proposing development, you should seek to use areas of poorer 
quality agricultural land in preference to that of a higher quality in line with National Planning Policy 
Framework para 112. For more information, see Guide to assessing development proposals on 
agricultural land 12. 

Improving your natural environment 

Your plan or order can offer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment and should 
provide net gains for biodiversity in line with the National Planning Policy Framework. If you are setting 
out policies on new development or proposing sites for development, you should follow the biodiversity 
mitigation hierarchy and seek to ensure impacts on habitats are avoided or minimised before 
considering opportunities for biodiversity enhancement. You may wish to consider identifying what 
environmental features you want to be retained or enhanced or new features you would like to see 
created as part of any new development and how these could contribute to biodiversity net gain and 
wider environmental goals. 

Opportunities for environmental enhancement might include: 

• Restoring a neglected hedgerow. 
• Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site. 
• Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local ~ 

landscape. 
• Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and 

birds. 
• Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings. 
• Think about how lighting can be best managed to reduce impacts on wildlife. 
• Adding a green roof to new buildings. 
• Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way. 

8 https://www.gov.uk/govemment/publicat ions/habitats-and- pecies-of-principal-importance-in-england 
9 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences 
10 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/babitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england 
11 https://www.gov.uk/protected- pecies-and-s.i te -how-to-review-planning-propo als 
12https:/ /www.gov.uk/ government/pub! ications/agricultural- land-as e s-proposals-for-development/wide-to-a essing­
development-proposals-on-agricu I tural-land 

https://www.gov.uk/protected-pecies-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/govemment/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england


Defra's Biodiversity Metric should be used to understand the baseline biodiversity value of proposed 
development sites and may be used to calculate biodiversity losses and gains where detailed site 
development proposals are known. For small development sites the Small Sites Metric may be used. 
This is a simplified version of Defra's Biodiversity Metric and is designed for use where certain criteria 
are met. 
Where on site measures for biodiversity net gain are not possible, you should consider off site 
measures. 

You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green 
Infrastructure Strategy (if one exists) in your community. 
Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any 
deficiencies or enhance provision. Natural England's Green Infrastructure Framework sets out 
further information on green infrastructure standards and principles 
Identifying green areas of particular importance for special protection through Local Green 
Space designation (see Planning Practice Guidance13). 

Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild 
flower strips in less used parts of parks or on verges, changing hedge cutting timings and 
frequency). 
Planting additional street trees . 
Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. cutting back 
hedges, improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the 
network to create missing links. 
Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor 
condition, or clearing away an eyesore). 

Natural England's Environmental Benefits from Nature tool may be used to identify opportunities to 
enhance wider benefits from nature and to avoid and minimise any negative impacts. It is designed to 
work alongside Defra's Biodiversity Metric and is available as a beta test version. 

13 https://www.gov.uk/guidaoce/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facil ities-public-rights-of-way-and- local-green-space 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-pace
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	1.5 
	1.5 
	It may be noted that under planning reform proposed through the Levelling Up & Regeneration Bill (LURB) there are included proposed changes to environmental assessment requirements. A new system of environmental assessment-Environmental Outcomes Reports (EORs) -is proposed to replace the current processes of SEA and its associated project level environmental impact assessment (EIA). Between 17 March and 9 June 2023, these proposals8 were consulted upon and at the time of writing, Government is reviewing res

	1.6 
	1.6 
	EORs are proposed to include a new regime for screening plans and projects with clearer criteria for what requires assessment. As now, all projects in, or partly within, sensitive areas such as protected sites will require environmental assessment. However, it is likely that the BNNP will be prepared and consulted upon during the extant system and according to established procedures for SEA & HRA screening. 

	1.7 
	1.7 
	The local planning authority has commissioned independent SA, SEA, HRA specialists Enfusion Ltd to undertake the SEA and HRA screening on behalf of the Council. 

	TR
	The West Oxfordshire Local Plan (WOLP) 2031 

	1.8 
	1.8 
	West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) has prepared a Local Plan9 (adopted September 2018) to guide future development in the Local Authority area during the period up to 2031 . In accordance with legislative and policy requirements10 , the Council must carry out a Sustainability Appraisal [SA) incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of its Local Plan. The SA/SEA and HRA of the Local Plan was undertaken alongside the preparation of the plan with SA/SEA and HRA Reports published as evidence 

	1.9 
	1.9 
	A Neighbourhood Plan attains the same legal status as the Local Plan once it has been agreed at a referendum and is adopted or "made" (brought into legal force) by the local planning authority. At this point it becomes part of the statutory development plan. Applications for planning permission must be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise11 • 


	httos://www.gov.uk/qovernment /consultotions/environmental-outcomes-reports-o-new-ooprooch-lo­environmentol-ossessmenf/environ mentol-oul'Comes-report-o-new-opprooch-to-environ mentol­ossessment#background-to-environmentol-ossessment https://www.westoxon.qov.uk/locolplon2031 # Town & Country Planning Regulations (2011, 2012); National Planning Policy Framework (2012, revised 2018, updated 2019 & 2021) 
	8 
	9
	10 

	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notlonal-planning-oolicy-fromework-2 
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notlonal-planning-oolicy-fromework-2 

	PCPA 2004 section 38(6) 
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	This SEA & HRA Screening Report 
	1.10 This document provides a screening determination of the need to carry out an SEA and an HRA of the Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan 2031 (BNNP Pre­Submission draft August 2023). West Oxfordshire District Council, as the "Responsible A.uthority"under the SEA Regulations, and the "Competent Authority"under the HRA Regulations, is responsible for undertaking this screening process that will determine if the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have any significant environmental effects and therefore, whether an
	12 
	13 

	The organisation that adopts ("makes") the neighbourhood plan The organisation that ensures that the plan will not have any likely significant effects on the integrity of the designated nature conservation sites 
	12 
	13 

	2.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS & GUIDANCE; METHOD 

	Legislative Requirements 
	Legislative Requirements 
	2.1 The Localism Act 2011 requires neighbourhood plans to comply with EU legislation. Regulation 5 of the SEA Regulations requires an environmental assessment of plans which: 
	1
	1
	1
	. are prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste management, water management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land use (Regulation 5, para. (2)(a), and which set the framework for future development consent ofprojects listed in Annex I or II to Council Directive 85/337/EEC (EIA Directive) on the assessment of the effects ofcertain public and private projects on the environment (Regulation 5, para. (2)(b) 

	2. 
	2. 
	in view of the likely effect on sites, have been determined to require an assessment pursuant to Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) (Regulation 5, para. (3) 

	3. 
	3. 
	set the framework for future development consent ofprojects(Regulation 5, para. ( 4)(b) 
	14 


	4. 
	4. 
	are determined to be likely to have significant environmental effects as determined under regulation 9(1) (Regulation 5, para. (4)(c) 


	2.2 An environmental assessment need not be carried out for: 
	a) plans which determine the use of a small areaat local level (Regulation 5, para. (6)(a); or 
	15 

	b) plans which are a minor modificationto a plan or programme (Regulation 5, para. (6)(b) unless it has been determined under regulation 9( 1) that the plan is likely to have significant environmental effects. 
	16 

	2.3 UK Government guidance provides a flow diagram with questions/criteria for the SEA Directive and its application to the plan-making process as follows: 
	European Commission guidance states that plans and programmes which set the framework for future development consent of projects would normally contain 'criteria or conditions which guide the way a consenting authority decides an application for development consent'. Development consent is defined in the EIA Directive as "the decision of the competent authority or authorities which entitled the developer to proceed with the project" (Article 1(2) of the EIA Directive). European Commission guidance suggests 
	14 
	15 

	Figure 2.1: Flow Diagramfor Determining if a Plan is likely to have Significant Environmental Effects 
	17 

	1. Is the PP subject to preparatiOfl and/or adoption by a national, regional or loa,I authority OR prepared by an 
	Noto both criterion authorily for adoption through a legislative procedure by Parliamentor Govem menl? 1ArL2(a)) 
	Yes to either criterion 
	l 

	No administrative proYisions? (ArL 2(a)l 
	Is the PP required by legislative, regularity or 
	Yes
	\ 
	l 

	3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture. forestry, fisheries, E!.nl?f9Y, industry, transport, waste management, w.iter management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land use, AND does it seta frarnewort<. fur future 
	3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture. forestry, fisheries, E!.nl?f9Y, industry, transport, waste management, w.iter management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land use, AND does it seta frarnewort<. fur future 
	3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture. forestry, fisheries, E!.nl?f9Y, industry, transport, waste management, w.iter management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land use, AND does it seta frarnewort<. fur future 
	Noto either criterion 
	4. Will the PP. in view ofits Ii kely effect on sites, require an assessment under Artide 6 or 7 of 

	development consent of projects in Annexes Iand II to the 
	development consent of projects in Annexes Iand II to the 
	the Habitats Directive? 

	E/A Directive? (Art. 3..2(a)) 
	E/A Directive? (Art. 3..2(a)) 
	!Art 3.2(bl) 


	1
	1

	Yes to both criteria y 
	l 

	6. Does the PP set the frameworkfor future 
	6. Does the PP set the frameworkfor future 

	5. Does the PP determine the use ofsmaU areas at local level, Yes to 
	development consent of 
	development consent of 
	No 

	OR is it at a minor modification of a PP subject to Art 3..2? 
	either 
	either 
	projects (not just proJects
	projects (not just proJects
	(Art. 331aJJ 

	criterion 
	in Annexes to lhe EIA Directive? {Art. 3.4) 
	I\

	No to both criteria 
	l 

	l 
	l 

	7. Is the PP's sole purpose to serve national defence orcivil 
	7. Is the PP's sole purpose to serve national defence orcivil 
	8. Is it likely to have a

	Yes 
	Yes 
	'lo

	emergency, OR is ita financial or budget PP, OR is it 
	significant effect on th.e
	significant effect on th.e

	co-financed by structural funds er EAGGF programmes 
	co-financed by structural funds er EAGGF programmes 
	envirOflment? (Art. 3.5)• 

	2000 to 2006m !Art. 3.8, 3.9) 
	2000 to 2006m !Art. 3.8, 3.9) 
	I\
	Yes to any criterion
	Yes to any criterion
	No to all criteria 
	l 

	DIRECTIVE DOES, NOT 
	otRECTIVE REQUIRES 5EA 
	REQUIRE SEA 


	Note: The figure is intended as a guide to the criteria for application of the Directive 
	to plans & programmes (PPs) ; it does not have legal status. Where a Neighbourhood 
	Plan is likely to have a significant effect on the environment, a strategic 
	environmental assessment (SEA) must be carried out and an Environmental Report (ER) prepared. 
	2.4 There is no legal requirement for a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to have a Sustainability Appraisal as set out in section 19 of the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. Government advises that in some limited circumstances, where a Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have significant environmental effects, it may require a Strategic Environmental Assessment. In order to decide whether a draft NP might have significant environmental effects, it must be screened at an early stage according to the requirements 
	18 

	Based on ODPM 2005-'A Practical Guide to the SEA Directive' 2005 hHps://www.qov.uk/quidonce/slrolegic-environmental-assessment-ond-susloinability-aporoisot#neiqhbourhood­olan-require-sustoinability-oppraisol 
	17 
	18 

	Guidance on SA/SEA & HRA 
	2.5 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) have advised that a Neighbourhood Plan: 
	• would need SEA "...in limited circumstances ... " should be screened early 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	screening should consult with the consultation bodies 

	• 
	• 
	if 'screened out', should have a 'statement of reasons' prepared 


	2.6 Whether a Neighbourhood Plan proposal requires a SEA, and (if so) the level of detail needed, will depend on what is proposed. An SEA may be required, for example, where: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development 

	• 
	• 
	the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the proposals in the plan 


	the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects that have not already been considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan. 
	2.7 Government planning guidance further advises that before deciding whether significant environmental effects are likely, the local planning authority should take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1to the SEA Regulations (2004) and consult the statutory environmental consultation bodies. Schedule 1 sets out the criteria for determining likely significant effects on the environment taking into account the characteristics of plans and the characteristics of the effects and the area likely to b
	19 

	2.8 The qualifying body (ie WODC for the BNNP 2031) is required to provide the following -to demonstrate that the basic conditionin the planning legislation has been met: 
	20 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	"a statement of reasons for a determination... that the proposal is unlikely to have significant environmental effects; or · 

	• 
	• 
	An environmental report" 


	2.9 Planning practice guidancealso provides advice on HRA screening and the subsequent appropriate assessment stage of the process for neighbourhood planning. An appropriate assessment for a more strategic plan, such as the Local Plan, can consider the impacts on sites and confirm the suitability or likely success of mitigation measures for associated non-strategic policies and projects. An individual assessment of non-strategic policies and projects may not be necessary in some limited cases where the stra
	21 

	qov.uk/uksi/2004/ I633/schedule/l /made 20 A Neighbourhood Plan should not breach, and must be compatible with, European Union obligations in order for it to be legally compliant. hlips://www.gov.uk/guidance/approprjate-ossessment 
	19 
	http:l/www.leqislotion 
	21 

	assessment is sufficiently robust. This needs to contain conclusions capable of 
	removing all reasonable scientific doubt on the impacts of non-strategic 
	policies, such as in neighbourhood plans. 

	Method 
	Method 
	Method 

	2.10 In order to be able to decide whether a SEA will be required, the Council needs to know about the policies and proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan, and in particular, as follows: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	how they might affect the environment, community, or economy 

	• 
	• 
	whether they propose a higher level of development than is already identified in WOLP planning policies 

	• 
	• 
	whether any of the proposals are likely to affect a "sensitive area", such as a Site of special Scientific Interest (SSSI} or designated European Site for nature conservation (Special Area of Conservation SAC, Special Protection Area SPA} 

	• 
	• 
	whether implementation of policies in the plan might lead to new development in the future 

	• 
	• 
	Whether the cumulative impact of the policies and proposals when assessed together may give rise to a likely significant effect, for example, several relatively small housing proposals may have cumulative significant effects on a nearby important wildlife habitat 


	2.11 Available information, for example, from Defra MAGIC maps, Environment Agency flood risk maps, the Council's evidence base for the WODC Local Plan, and the evidence base for the BNNP, together with professional judgment, was used to identify the sensitivity of the Brize Norton area environment and whether significant effects are likely that have not been previously assessed through SA/SEA, such that an SEA would be required, and whether an HRA/Appropriate Assessment is necessary. 
	3.0 THE BRIZE NORTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2031 (INNP) 
	Context 
	Context 
	Context 

	3.1 The Brize Norton Parish Council (BNPC)2is the qualifying body designated for the purpose of preparing the BNNP and who have approved the draft plan for submission to WODC for SEA/HRA screening. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) on behalf of the BNPC has progressed the draft BNNP. 
	2 

	3.2 The village and civic parish of Brize Norton is located in Oxfordshire between the towns of Carterton to the west and Bampton to the south, and the villages of Curbridge to the east and Minster Lovell to the north. The Brize Norton Parish was formally designatedas a Neighbourhood Area by the West Oxfordshire District Councilon 8 May 2017 and the boundary is shown in the figure following: 
	23 
	24 

	'
	'
	• 

	I 
	Figure 3.1: Boundary for the Area Designation of the Brize Norton Neighbourhood Area 
	22 
	22 
	https://brizenortonolon.org,uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/REG-14-Version-8-lr.pdf 

	23 Localism Act 2011 h1tps://www.westoxon.qov.uk/olanninq-ond-building/plonning-policy/neighbourhood-planning/neighbaurhood­Plons-in-developmentI 
	24 

	3.3 The BN NP must be in general conformity with the strategic policies set out in the West Oxfordshire Local Plan WOLP, 203l2(adopted September 2018). Brize Norton is located within the Carterton sub-area. The strategy for the sub­area, as set out in Policy CA5, focuses new housing, supporting facilities and additional employment opportunities at Carterton. New development in the rest of the sub-area will be limited to meeting local community and business needs. The delivery figure of 2,680 new homes for t
	5

	3.5 The BNNP must also be in general conformity with the Oxfordshire Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2031 ( Core Strategyadopted 2017). A Mineral Strategic Resource Area for crushed rock (Policy M3) is shown in the northern part of the parish area and also designated as a Minerals Safeguarding Area ( Policy M8) for crushed rock. The A40 is defined as a Strategic Lorry Through Route (Policies W4 and ClO). The Minerals & Waste Local Plan Site Allocations is still being prepared. 
	26 

	3.6 The new Oxfordshire Joint Plan 2050was at early stages of preparation with consultation in 2021 on a range of planning policy options and a series of spatial strategy options for Oxfordshire. However, recently (August 2022) it was reportedthat the five local planning authorities were unable to reach agreement on the approach to planning for future housing needs and each authority, including WODC, will now focus on individual Local Plans. 
	27 
	28 

	3.7 This SEA & HRA screening has been carried out on the pre-submission draft BNNP dated August 2023. This Report sets out the screening assessments and decisions to demonstrate that due processes have been followed in line with regulatory requirements. 
	The draft Brize Norton NP 2031 (Pre-Submission Draft August 2023) 
	The draft Brize Norton NP 2031 (Pre-Submission Draft August 2023) 
	3.8 The overall vision for the BNNP is: 
	"To support sustainable development that meets the needs ofresidents now and in the future, while retaining Brize Norton's separate identity as a rural parish adjacent to, but separate from, the town of Carterton. To protect and where possible enhance our rural environment whilst also acknowledging that RAF Brize Norton will have an ongoing influence over certain elements of our lifestyle." 
	hl1os://www.westoxon.qov.uk/locolplon2031 # 
	25 

	htlps://www.oxfordshire.qov.uk/residents/environment-0nd-planning/plonninq/planning-policy/minerals-ond­
	26 

	wos1e-oo1icy/core-stroteqy#: 
	wos1e-oo1icy/core-stroteqy#: 
	/ 
	27 
	hltps://oxfordshireplon.org


	28 hltps://www.southoxon.gov,uk/uncotegorised/joint-statemenl-from-the-leaders-of-south-oxfordshire-district­
	council-vole-ot-white-horse-dis1ricl-council-cherwell-distric1-councll-oxtord-ci1y-council-ond-west-oxfordshire-dlstrict­council/ 
	3.9 The BNNP Objectives are grouped within four themes, as follows: 

	CHARACTER, HERITAGE, AND LANDSCAPE 
	CHARACTER, HERITAGE, AND LANDSCAPE 
	• To conserve and, where possible, enhance the intrinsic character of the Parish ofBrize Norton. 
	• To avoid coalescence with RAF Brize Norton and Carterton 
	• To preserve the high-quality and accessible countryside setting of the village, open landscapes and key views ENVIRONMENT 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	To protect important green spaces from development FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

	• 
	• 
	To protect community facilities and services from unnecessary loss and encourage proposals to sustain and improve their viability. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

	• 
	• 
	To support sustainable development that meets the needs of residents now 


	and in the future 
	and in the future 

	3.10 The BNNP comprises eight sections with the first four sections providing an introduction and contexts. Section 5 presents the sustainability challenges. Sections 6-7 set out the Vision, Objectives & Policies (CLHl-4, ENVl, Cfl, SDl), as follows: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	CLH 1 Landscape Character 

	• 
	• 
	CLH2 Key Local Views 

	• 
	• 
	CLH3 Strategic Buffer Zone & Settlement Areas 

	• 
	• 
	CLH4 Village Character & Design 

	• 
	• 
	ENV 1 Local Green Spaces 

	• 
	• 
	Cfl Community Facilities & Infrastructure 

	• 
	• 
	SD 1 Sustainable Development 


	3.11 Section 8 provides the commitments to implementation and monitoring. The plan is supported by maps and appendices. The BNNP has not identified or allocated sites for future housing development because there is no specific expectation or requirement in the WOLP to allocate additional housing in the parish. Paragraph 4.2 of the draft BNNP sets out the spatial planning scenario with currently 383 existing dwellings in Brize Norton (360 within the village boundary) and the new 700 home development on the w
	4 0 SEA SCREENING ASSESSMENT' 
	4.1 West Oxfordshire District Council, as the responsible authority, consider that the Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP) 2031 is within the scope of the SEA Regulations since it is a plan that: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	is subject to preparation or adoption by an authority at national, regional or local level (Regulation 2) 

	• 
	• 
	is prepared for town and country planning or land use and it is a plan that sets the framework for future development consent of projects generally (Regulation 5, para. 4) 

	• 
	• 
	will apply to a wider area other than a small area at local level and is not a minor modification to an existing plan or programme (Regulation 5, para. 6). 


	A determination under Regulation 9 is therefore required as to whether BNNP 2031 is likely to have significant effects on the environment. 
	4.2 The screening requirements set out in Regulation 9 and Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations include two sets of characteristics for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	the characteristics of the plan itself and 

	• 
	• 
	the characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected by the plan 


	Therefore, this screening assessment is structured in the following table according to the criteria specified in Schedule 1 of the Regulations: 
	Table 4.1: Screening Assessment of the draft BNNP 2031 (Pre-Submission Draft August 2023) 
	Table 4.1: Screening Assessment of the draft BNNP 2031 (Pre-Submission Draft August 2023) 
	Table 4.1: Screening Assessment of the draft BNNP 2031 (Pre-Submission Draft August 2023) 

	Criteria (Schedule 1 SEA Re ulations 
	Criteria (Schedule 1 SEA Re ulations 
	Are slgnfflcant environmental effects Uke1y? Yes/ No Justlftcotlon and evidence 

	1.The chardcterlsffcs of plans, havtng regard, In particular, to. 
	1.The chardcterlsffcs of plans, havtng regard, In particular, to. 

	(a) the degree to which the plan sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and o eratin 
	(a) the degree to which the plan sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and o eratin 
	No 
	The NP does not propose allocation of sites for development projects & thus, the degree to which the plan sets a framework for new development projects is limited. However, the BNNP does seek to influence housing development through requirements for preserving landscape character, avoiding coalescence, and conservin villa e character and desi n Policies CLH 1-4 ; 


	Criteria (Schedule 1 SEA Reaulatlonsl 
	conditions or by allocating resources 
	Screening Report 
	Screening Report 

	Are significant envlronme:ntal effects likely? Yes/ No Justification and evidence 
	protecting green spaces (Policy ENVl ); protecting community facilities & service es (Policy CFl ); and delivering sustainable development (Policy SDl). 
	protecting green spaces (Policy ENVl ); protecting community facilities & service es (Policy CFl ); and delivering sustainable development (Policy SDl). 
	Policy CLH l supports residential development proposals that relate well and seek to enhance the distinctive character and identity of the village. Policy CLH2 aims to protect local landscape character paying special attention to long distance views including towards the Area of Landscape Value and key views into and out of the village of Brize Norton. Policy CLH3 seeks to avoid adverse impacts & coalescence between Brize Norton, RAF Brize Norton, & Carterton -local green spaces are designated within the Gr
	Policy ENVl seeks to protect important green spaces, and designates 5 areas as locations for Local Green Space (LGS) where new development will not be supported except in very special circumstances. Some of these LGSs include the Strategic Buffer Zone areas between Brize Norton, RAF Brize Norton, and Carterton. 
	Policy CFl seeks to protect community facilities & services from unnecessary loss and encourage proposals to sustain & improve their viability. 
	Policy SD l sets out a list of matters that will be used to guide the acceptability of planning applications, with regard to other policies in the BNNP and the Brize Norton Design Code. Matters relate to flood risk, water efficiency, the historic environment, 20% biodiversity net gain, sustainable transport modes, communication services, application of the net zero carbon target, and avoidance of increases in traffic flows -notably along Station Road. 
	The Local Plan was subject to SA/SEA, including the strategic policy for the Carterton sub-area, and this concluded that there were no significant negative residual effects arising from Policies in the Plan. 
	The BNNP does seek to influence the framework for development projects and other activities; and there could be the potential for environmental effects. However, the BNNP is not located within any particularly significant environmental sensitivity, for example, it is not located within the AONB nor the Green Belt. The higher-level SA/SEA has been undertaken during the preparation of the WOLP. 

	-
	-




	Criteria 
	Criteria 
	1 
	1 

	,~re slgnffleant environmental effects llk~Y1. '!f'fJs/ No 
	(Schedule 1 SEA 
	(Schedule 1 SEA 
	' 
	' 



	Regulations) 
	Regulations) 
	Justlffcollon.and evidence: 
	(b) the degree to which the plan influences other plans and programmes including those in a hierarchy 
	(b) the degree to which the plan influences other plans and programmes including those in a hierarchy 
	(b) the degree to which the plan influences other plans and programmes including those in a hierarchy 
	No 

	(c) the relevance of the plan for the integration of environmental considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development (d) environmental problems relevant to the plan 
	(c) the relevance of the plan for the integration of environmental considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development (d) environmental problems relevant to the plan 
	No No 

	(e) the relevance of the plan tor the implementation of Community legislation on the environment (for example, plans and programmes linked to waste management or water protection). 
	(e) the relevance of the plan tor the implementation of Community legislation on the environment (for example, plans and programmes linked to waste management or water protection). 
	No 


	Thus, the extent of such influence from the BNNP is limited as it is very localised and no sites are proposed. The NP is prepared by the local community to influence development at the parish level. It does not strongly influence strategic plans higher up in the spatial planning hierarchy, although the District Council does need to consider the proposals in the NP during preparation of the Local Plan. The NP is a spatial/land-use plan that seeks to promote the objectives of sustainable development. It is no
	Thus, the extent of such influence from the BNNP is limited as it is very localised and no sites are proposed. The NP is prepared by the local community to influence development at the parish level. It does not strongly influence strategic plans higher up in the spatial planning hierarchy, although the District Council does need to consider the proposals in the NP during preparation of the Local Plan. The NP is a spatial/land-use plan that seeks to promote the objectives of sustainable development. It is no
	There are no specific environmental problems relevant to this plan that have not been identified and assessed through the higher-level Local Plan and its accompanying SA/SEA. 
	The NP is not relevant as a plan tor implementing community legislation. 

	2.Characterlstfcs of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, In 
	particular, to: 
	particular, to: 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	the cumulative nature of the effects 

	(c) 
	(c) 
	the transboundary nature of the effects 

	(d) 
	(d) 
	the risks to human health or the environment (eg. due to accidents} 

	(e) 
	(e) 
	the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the 



	No 
	No 
	No No No 
	No 
	This has been tested through SA/SEA at the Local Plan level & with strong mitigation measures through LP policies, the SA/SEA concluded that there will be no significant residual negative environmental effects. The BNNP does not propose allocation of sites for development oroiects. As above in 2(a) 
	No significant transboundary effects with other EU countries are likely from the proposals. No significant negative environmental effects are considered likely to risk human health or the environment. 
	The BNNP does not propose allocation of sites for development projects. The geographical size of the plan 
	area is small, and the number of dwellings is small at 383 to be increased to 1181 upon completion of the 
	-


	Criteria {Schedule 1 SEA Reaulmfonsl 
	Criteria {Schedule 1 SEA Reaulmfonsl 
	Criteria {Schedule 1 SEA Reaulmfonsl 
	Are significant environmental effects llkelY? Yes/ No Justification and evidence 

	population likely to be affected); 
	population likely to be affected); 
	development on the western boundary of the village. Therefore, no likely siQnificant adverse effects. 

	(f) the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to(i) special natural characteristics or cultural heritage; (ii) exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values; or (iii) intensive land-use; 
	(f) the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to(i) special natural characteristics or cultural heritage; (ii) exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values; or (iii) intensive land-use; 
	-

	No 
	As above. No likely significant negative effects on locally important characteristics the BNNP does not propose allocation of sites for development projects. The BNNP has identified the vulnerability of the local area's character & identity to coalescence between Brize Norton, RAF Brize Norton, and Carterton. The BNNP has identified locally important landscape characteristics that contribute to the character of this part of West Oxfordshire the rolling arable landscape with hedgerows, woodlands, and views. 
	-
	-


	(g) the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or international protection status. 
	(g) the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or international protection status. 
	No 
	The BNNP area is not within the Green Belt that is located over 14km to the east, nor within/near the Cotswolds AONB located approx. 2.5 km to the north and approx.. 9 km to the west. There are some 26 Listed Buildings31 and one Scheduled Monument within the BNNP area. Historic assets and their settings are protected by LP Policy EH9 Historic Environment, supported by other policies such as OS4 that provide clear mitigation measures. The SA of the Local Plan considered that there should be sufficient mitiga


	ht1os://www.westoxon .qov.uk/environment/noise-oes:ts-pollution-ond-oir-auo1ily/oir-oualily/ httos://mogic.defra.gov.uk/MogicMop.osox ht tps://soc.jncc.qov .uk/site/UKOO 12845 
	29 
	30 
	https://check-long-term-f!Qod-risk.service.gov.uk/mop 
	31 
	https://mogic.defro.gov.uk/MoqicMop.osox 
	32 
	33 

	Criteria ftects likely? ¥.est No 
	Figure
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	Figure

	Figure
	the Oxford Meadow SAC & ensures that there is embedded policy mitigation in place. 
	the Oxford Meadow SAC & ensures that there is embedded policy mitigation in place. 
	The HRA (June 2018)3of the Local Plan concluded that likely significant effects will not occur. either alone, or in combination, on the integrity of any European designated site. HRA screening of the draft BNNP concluded that there will not be any adverse effects on the integrity of designated sites due to the limited size and extent of any likely development in Brize Norton and the distance from and/or absence of identified environmental pathways to any sites. 
	4 

	There are no National or Local Nature Reserves(LNR or NNR) located within or near to the Brize Norton area. There are two nationally designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest SSSloutside the BNNP but nearby with Worsham Lane SSSI some 2 km to the north-east of the centre of the village, and Alvescot Meadows SSSI approx. 4km to the south-west; the BNNP area is within the outer impact risk zone for these SSSls. 
	35 
	36 

	WOLP Policy EH3 Biodiversity & Geodiversity avoids loss, deterioration, or harm to locally important wildlife & habitats and net gain in biodiversity is sought from new development. WOLP Policies to protect water quality & resources are provided through Policy EH8 Environmental Protection & EH7 Flood Risk. 
	The SA of the Local Plan considered that there should be sufficient mitigation provided by LP Policies to reduce any potential negative effects on important biodiversity to at least neutral. Policy EH3 Biodiversity & Geodiversity requires an overall net gain in biodiversity and impacts on geodiversity to be minimised. LP Policy EH6 Environmental Protection and Policy OS3 Prudent Use of Natural Resources also apply. 
	The Local Plan was adopted in September 2018; it was subject to iterative SA/SEA and HRA that independent examination found to be sound. Therefore, the approach & policies in the BNNP refer to Policies in the Local Plan that have been previously subject to SA/SEA (and HRA) . found sound, and adopted. 
	It is considered that the WOLP SA/SEA (& HRA) remain valid & that there is no new material or relevant information that should be considered. 

	34 an2031 # 35 hllps://mogic.defra.qov.uk/MoqicMap.ospx • 
	https://www westoxon.aov.uk/localol
	3
	https://maqic.detro.qov,uk/MagicMap.aspx 

	wodc344_Sept & updated Nov 2023 15/18 Enfusion 
	S O SEA SCREENING DECISION 
	5.1 Regulation 9 of the SEA Regulations requires that the responsible authority shall determine whether or not a plan is likely to have significant environmental effects. The responsible authority shall: 
	[a) take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 to these Regulations, and [b) consult the consultation bodies 
	5.2 Where the responsible authority determines that the plan is unlikely to have significant environmental effects (and, accordingly, does not require an environmental assessment), it shall prepare a statement of its reasons for the determination. 
	5.3 West Oxfordshire District Council considers that the draft Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP2031, August 2023) is unlikely to have significant environmental effects and thus does not require a Strategic. Environmental Assessment (SEA). This decision is made for the following key reasons: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	The likely significant effects on the environment in the NP area were identified at an early stage of plan development during initial investigations for strategic options for the Local Plan -all subject to SA incorporating SEA. Mitigation measures for negative effects have been embedded in the Local Plan to 2031 [adopted September 2018) through the Carterton sub-area strategy. Further mitigation measures are provided through other Local Plan Policies such as H1, EH 1, EH2, EH9 & OS4 -ensuring that there wil

	• 
	• 
	There will be no significant negative effects on the nationally designated and locally important environmental and cultural heritage assets and settings of the village. 

	• 
	• 
	Likely significant effects have been previously assessed through SA incorporating SEA and therefore, further SEA of the BNNP is not required. 

	• 
	• 
	There will not be any adverse effects on the integrity of European sites designated for nature conservation due to the limited size and extent of any likely development in Brize Norton and the distance from and/or absence of identified environmental pathways to any designated sites. 


	Figure
	6.1 There are no Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar sites within or nearby to the Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan boundary• The nearest European designated site Oxford Meadows SAC is over 15km km to the east of the village at its nearest boundary edge. It is unlikely that there would be environmental pathways indicated through the drains, ponds, and watercourses in the BNNP area. There is the extant protection provided by the WOLP Policies -including Policy EH3 that specifically refers to the Oxford 
	37

	6.2 The HRA Report that accompanied the West Oxfordshire Local Plan to 2031 concluded that the development proposed in the Local Plan will not lead to likely significant effects either alone or in-combination with other plans or programmes. The HRA studieswere updated in line with recent EU Court Judgments in 2018 and confirmed that the development proposed through the WODC Local Plan in the Carterton sub-area and through implementation of the Local plan as a whole would not lead to likely significant effec
	38 

	6.3 In consideration of the small geographical area of the BNNP, and its distance from European sites outside the BNNP and Local Plan boundaries, this HRA screening considers that the BNNP is not likely to have significant effects on EU designated sites, either alone or in combination with other plans and projects. The implications of effects from planned development on the integrity of European sites has been previously tested through HRA of the Local Plan 2031.The HRA of the Local Plan remains valid and t
	3htlps://mogic.defro.gov.uk/mogicmop.ospx hi uk/medio/1867474/West-Oxfordshire-Local-Plan-2018-HRA-June-2018.odf 
	7 
	39 
	tos://www.westoxon.gov .
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	7.0 STATUTORY SCREENING CONSULTATION & OVERALL CONCLUSION 
	7.1 This Screening Report was sent to the statutory environmental bodies (Environment Agency, Historic England, Natural England) for the formal five weeks consultation to demonstrate that due processes have been undertaken to screen the draft Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan 2031 (August 2023) with regard to HRA and SEA. 
	7.2 No comments were received from the Environment Agency. Historic England advised that they concur with the Council that the preparation of a SEA is not required. Natural England advised that they do not have any specific comments on the SEA & HRA screening report. Therefore, the statutory environmental bodies have been formally consulted with and the SEA and HRA screening decision has been confirmed. The draft Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan (BNNP2031, August 2023) is unlikely to have significant environ
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	By email only to: Astrid.Harvey@westoxon.gov.uk 
	Our ref: PL00794243 
	Our ref: PL00794243 

	Your ref: Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan SEA 
	Main: 020 7973 3700 
	Main: 020 7973 3700 

	e-seast@histo riceng land. org. u k 
	louise.dandy@historicengland.org.uk 
	Date: 30/09/2024 
	Date: 30/09/2024 
	Dear Sir or Madam 

	Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan Review SEA Screening Opinion 
	Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on this consultation. As the Government's adviser on the historic environment Historic England is keen to ensure that the protection of the historic environment is fully taken into account at all stages and levels of the local planning process. For the purposes of this consultation, Historic England will confine its advice to the question, "Is it (the Brize Norton Neighbourhood Plan) likely to have a significant effect on the historic environment?". Our com
	The information supplied indicates that the plan will not have any significant effects on the historic environment. We also note that the plan does not propose to allocate any sites for development. 
	On the basis of the information supplied, and in the context of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of 'SEA' Directive], Historic England concurs with the Council that the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. 
	The views of the other two statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before the overall decision on the need for an SEA is made. 
	I should be pleased if you can send a copy of the determination as required by REG 11 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
	Figure
	Historic England, 4th Floor, The Atrium, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London EC4R 2YA Telephone 020 7973 3700 HistoricEngland.org.uk 
	Jtstonewall 
	Jtstonewall 
	DIVIR SITTCH~MPION
	Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy. 
	Correspondence or information which you send us may therefore become publicly available. 


	$664
	$664
	.!.U!J!1 Historic England

	vrz. 
	vrz. 
	We should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by you with your correspondence. To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect our obligation to provide further advice on later stages of the SEA process and, potentially, object to specific proposals which may subsequently arise ( either as a result of this consultation or in later versions of the plan) where we consider that, despite the SEA, these would have an adverse effect upon the environment. 
	Historic England strongly advises that the conservation and archaeological staff of the relevant local authorities are closely involved throughout the preparation of the plan and its assessment. They are best placed to advise on; local historic environment issues and priorities, including access to data held in the Historic Environment Record (HER), how the allocation, policy or proposal can be tailored to minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic environment; the nature and design of any required 
	Please do contact me, via email if you have any queries. 
	Yours sincerely 
	Yours sincerely 

	Louise Dandy 
	Louise Dandy 
	Louise Dandy 
	Historic Places Adviser 
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	Historic England, 4th Floor, The Atrium, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London EC4R 2YA Telephone 020 7973 3700 HistoricEngland.org.uk 
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	Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy. 
	Date: 
	Date: 
	Date: 
	20 November 2023 

	Our ref: 
	Our ref: 
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	Your ref: 
	Your ref: 
	Brize Norton NOP SEA/HRA screening 
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	ENGLAND 
	ENGLAND 
	Astrid.Harvey@westoxon.gov.uk 
	Hornbeam House 
	Crewe Business Park 
	BY EMAIL ONLY 
	BY EMAIL ONLY 
	Electra Way Crewe Cheshire CW1 6GJ 
	Electra Way Crewe Cheshire CW1 6GJ 

	T 0300 060 3900 
	Dear Astrid 
	Brize Norton Neighbourhood Development Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment & 

	Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening 
	Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening 
	Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 12 October 2023 
	Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
	environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
	Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted on draft neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made. 

	Strategic Environmental Assessment • Screening 
	Strategic Environmental Assessment • Screening 
	Where Neighbourhood Plans could have significant environmental effects, they may require a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) under the Environment Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended). Further guidance on deciding whether the proposals are likely to have significant environmental effects and the requirements for consulting Natural England on SEA are set out in the planning practice guidance. 
	Planning practice guidance also outlines that if an appropriate assessment is required for your neighbourhood plan this will also engage the need for a SEA. One of the basic conditions that will be tested by the independent examiner is whether the neighbourhood plan is compatible with European obligations, including those under the SEA Directive. Where a SEA is required it should be prepared in accordance with regulation 12 of the SEA Regulations. 

	Habitats Regulations Assessment -screening and appropriate assessment requirements 
	Habitats Regulations Assessment -screening and appropriate assessment requirements 
	Where a neighbourhood plan could potentially affect a 'habitats site', it will be necessary to screen the plan in relation to the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017), as amended (the 'Habitats Regulations'). Where likely significant effects are identified, it will be necessary to undertake an appropriate assessment of the neighbourhood plan and, if needed, identify and secure appropriate mitigation measures to ensure the plan does not result in an adverse effect on the integrity of the h
	In accordance with Schedule 2 of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 
	amended), a neighbourhood plan cannot be made if it breaches the requirements of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). 
	A screening exercise should be undertaken if there is any doubt about the possible effects of the plan on the habitats site(s). This will be particularly important if a neighbourhood plan is to progress before a local plan and/or the neighbourhood plan proposes development which has not be assessed and/or included in the Habitats Regulations Assessment for the local plan. Where mitigation is necessary to ensure no effects then this will need to be properly assessed via an appropriate assessment. 
	Natural England does not have any specific comments on the Brize Norton SEA/HRA draft screening report or the regulation 14 draft neighbourhood plan. 
	However, we refer you to the attached annex which covers the issues and opportunities that should be considered when preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. 
	For any further consultations on your plan, please contact: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
	Yours sincerely 
	Laura Elphick Consultations Team 
	Annex 1 -Neighbourhood planning and the natural environment: information, issues and 
	opportunities 
	Natural environment information sources 
	Natural environment information sources 
	The Magicwebsite will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data for your plan area. The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land Classification, Ancient Woodland, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature Reserves, National Parks (England), National Trails, Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of way (on the Ordnance Survey base map) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (including their impact risk zones). Local environmental record centres
	1 

	Priority habitats are those habitats of particular importance for nature conservation, and the list of 
	them can be found here. Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 
	2

	on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites. Your local planning authority should be able to 
	supply you with the locations of Local Wildlife Sites. 
	National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each character area 
	is defined by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic 
	activity. NCA profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of environmental opportunity, 
	which may be useful to inform proposals in your plan. NCA information can be found here. 
	3

	There may also be a local landscape character assessment covering your area. This is a tool to help understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the features that give it a sense of place. It can help to inform, plan and manage change in the area. Your local planning authority should be able to help you access these if you can't find them online. 
	If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of Outstanding 
	Natural Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for the area will set out 
	useful information about the protected landscape. You can access the plans on from the relevant 
	National Park Authority or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty website. 
	General mapped information on soil types and Agricultural Land Classification is available (under 
	'landscape') on the Magicwebsite and also from the Land IS website, which contains more 
	4 
	5

	information about obtaining soil data. 

	Natural environment issues to consider 
	Natural environment issues to consider 
	The National Planning Policy Frameworksets out national planning policy on protecting and enhancing the natural environment. Planning Practice Guidancesets out supporting guidance. 
	6 
	7 

	Your local planning authority should be able to provide you with further advice on the potential impacts of your plan or order on the natural environment and the need for any environmental assessments. 
	Landscape 
	Your plans or orders may present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued landscapes. You may want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or characteristics such as ponds, woodland or dry stone walls and think about how any new development proposals can respect and enhance local landscape character and distinctiveness. 
	If you are proposing development within or close to a protected landscape (National Park or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend that you carry out a landscape assessment of the proposal. Landscape assessments can help you to choose the most appropriate sites for development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of development on the landscape through careful siting, design and landscaping. 
	Wild I if e habitats 
	Some proposals can have adverse impacts on designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats (listed here), such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland. If there are likely to be any adverse impacts you'll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort, compensated for. 
	8
	9

	Priority and protected species 
	You'll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here .1Q) or protected species. To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice hereto help understand the impact of particular developments on protected species. 
	11 

	Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land 
	Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services for society. It is a growing medium for food, timber and other crops, a store for carbon and water, a reservoir of biodiversity and a buffer against pollution. ff you are proposing development, you should seek to use areas of poorer quality agricultural land in preference to that of a higher quality in line with National Planning Policy Framework para 112. For more information, see Guide to assessing development proposals on agricu
	12

	/ http / 
	1 
	http://magic.defra.gov.uk
	2 
	://www.gov.uk/govemmenr/publications/habitat -and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england 
	3 
	https://www.gov.uk/governmenr/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making 
	4 
	http:/ /magic.defra.gov. uk/ 
	5 
	http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm 
	6 
	http ://www.gov.uk/govemmenVpublications/national-planning-policy-framework-2 
	7 
	http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment

	Q https://www.gov.uk/govemment/publications/agricultural-land-as e s-proposals-for-development/wide-to-as essing­development-proposal -on-agricultural-land 
	8 
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england 
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences 
	10 
	https://www.gov.uk/govemment/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england 
	11 
	https://www.gov.uk/protected-pecies-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals 
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	Improving your natural environment 
	Improving your natural environment 
	Your plan or order can offer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment and should provide net gains for biodiversity in line with the National Planning Policy Framework. If you are setting out policies on new development or proposing sites for development, you should follow the biodiversity mitigation hierarchy and seek to ensure impacts on habitats are avoided or minimised before considering opportunities for biodiversity enhancement. You may wish to consider identifying what environmental f
	Opportunities for environmental enhancement might include: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Restoring a neglected hedgerow. 

	• 
	• 
	Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site. 

	• 
	• 
	Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local :. landscape. 

	• 
	• 
	Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds. 

	• 
	• 
	Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings. 

	• 
	• 
	Think about how lighting can be best managed to reduce impacts on wildlife. 

	• 
	• 
	Adding a green roof to new buildings. 

	• 
	• 
	Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way. 


	Defra's Biodiversity Metric should be used to understand the baseline biodiversity value of proposed development sites and may be used to calculate biodiversity losses and gains where detailed site development proposals are known. For small development sites the Small Sites Metric may be used. This is a simplified version of Defra's Biodiversity Metric and is designed for use where certain criteria are met. Where on site measures for biodiversity net gain are not possible, you should consider off site measu
	You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green Infrastructure Strategy (if one exists) in your community. 

	• 
	• 
	Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any deficiencies or enhance provision. Natural England's Green Infrastructure Framework sets out further information on green infrastructure standards and principles 

	• 
	• 
	Identifying green areas of particular importance for special protection through Local Green Space designation (see Planning Practice Guidance). 
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	• 
	• 
	Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower strips in less used parts of parks or on verges, changing hedge cutting timings and frequency). 

	• 
	• 
	Planting additional street trees. 

	• 
	• 
	Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. cutting back hedges, improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the network to create missing links. 

	• 
	• 
	Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor condition, or clearing away an eyesore). 


	Natural England's Environmental Benefits from Nature tool may be used to identify opportunities to enhance wider benefits from nature and to avoid and minimise any negative impacts. It is designed to work alongside Defra's Biodiversity Metric and is available as a beta test version. 
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	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-pace 
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